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Book-Pourri
REVIEWS

BY

VERA

E.

MILZ

As I write these words, the opening
of school is just a few days away. I
treasure these last days of summer, yet
find that my thoughts often turn to the
classroom. The excitement of opening
the room up, wondering what the new
class will be like, and thinking how a
certain book will touch a child's heart
- it would have been perfect for Eric
in last year's class - are just a few of
the many emotions that I feel in these
waning days of summer. I hope the following books will catch your interest. If
you have a favorite book that you can
recommend to others, please tell me
about it for use in a future column.
Send your reviews to: 1750 Woodgate
Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

get kids to think about friendship, and
how common interests draw people
together in various settings.
Kuskin, Karla. City Noise. lliustrations by Renee Flower. (HarperCollins,
1994, $15.00, ISBN 0-06-021076-1).
In this story poem, a little girl takes
an old tin can and holds it to her ear like
a sea shell. When she listens, she hears
all the noises of vibrant city life. The
brilliant and bouncy colors of the illustrations complement the view of a
bustling city.
Le Tord, Bijou. A Blue Butterfly: A
Story About Claude Monet. (Doubleday,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-385-31102-8).
The author/illustrator uses Monet's
own palette of only eight colors to introduce young children to the magnificent
work of the impressionist painter. Her
sparse text and gentle paintings will
bring great pleasure in themselves, and
inspire you to learn more about his
work

FOR YOUNGER READERS
Hindley, Judy. The Big Red Bus.
lliustrations by William Benedict.
(Candlewick Press, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 156402-639-6).
As the big red bus goes down the
road, it gets stuck in a huge pothole, and
blocks the road causing a huge traffic
jam. Finally a tractor comes along to rescue the bus, and then the road crew
comes to fix the hole. The sound effect
words, and the cumulative helplessness
until the road crew arrives will fascinate
young readers everywhere.

Rynbach, Iris Van. Five Little
Pumpkins. (Boyds Mills Press, 1995,
$7.95, ISBN 1-56397-452-5).
A well-known fingerplay is given new
life in this happy rendition of a
Halloween favorite. When five little
pumpkins hop off a gate to follow a
group of trick-or-treaters, a night of
adventure begins. Beginning readers
especially will ertjoy finding the words to
a poem they know and love.

Kroll, Virginia. New Friends, True
Friends, Stuck-Like-Glue Friends.
lliustrations by Rose Rosely. (Eerdmans,
1994, $14.99, ISBN 0-8028-5085-5).
This book shows the many ways that
children can play together and ertjoy
each other's company. It's a great way to
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Glutton: A Bantu Tale from Rwanda.
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Illustrations by Nancy L. Clouse.
(Eerdmans, 1993, $14.99, ISBN 0-86543377-1).

scrambles across steep roofs cleaning
chimneys to earn a few coins to supplement his mother's earnings from cleaning the local church. He is musically talented with perfect pitch, and the bells of
the five churches in town ring in disharmony until he tones them by filing and
scraping them. When he discovers a
secret room in one of the bell towers, he
begins work on his own symphony
which changes both his own destiny and
that of the town he lives in. What a testimony to the power of the human spirit
despite adversity!
Small, David. Hoover's Bride.
(Crown, 1995, $16.00, ISBN 0-517-597071).

Sebgugugu is a poor man who pleads
to Imana, the Lord of Rwanda, to help
his family. When he receives an abundance of help, he is never satisfied.
Finally he goes too far, and loses all that
he had. The sound effects in this
retelling by a former Kalamazoo author
will have children laughing and joining
in. The colorful cut-paper collages by a
Grand Rapids art teacher are just the
right touch to bring the story to life.

When Mr. Oliver Hoover is saved from
his filthy house by Elektra, a marvelous
vacuum machine, he falls in love and
they are married after a very short
engagement. However, Elektra gets carried away with her cleaning and inhales
everything at the hotel on her honeymoon. Should man ever marry machine?
It's quite a hilarious romp before the
unexpected ending!
Smothers,
Ethel Footman.
Moriah's Pond.
(Knopf, 1995,
$14.00, ISBN 0679-84504-6).
Based in
part by incidents that took
place in
Georgia during
the 1950s, this
book by a
Grand Rapids author tells of a summer
spent at her great-grandmother's home.
Catching fish and swimming in Moriah's
Pond is the best part of summer,
although other times are not that happy
and carefree. The story is told in rich
dialect by ten-year-old Annie Rye as she
learns about prejudice in her encounter

Hyde, Dayton 0. The Bells of Lake
Superior. (Boyds Mills Press, 1995,
$12.95, ISBN 1-56397-188-7).
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Set in Marquette at the turn of the
century, this book pays tribute to a
singing chimney sweep who actually
lived in the 1930s. Tommy Parkman
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with a local white girl. The book is the
sequel to the equally moving Down in

THE WONDER OF TREES
Lawlor, Laurie. The Real Johnny
Appleseed. Illustrations by Mary
Thompson. (Whitman, 1995, $13.95,
ISBN 0-8075-6909-7).
Born in September of 1774, John
Chapman grew up to be the man of legend and folk tales, Johnny Appleseed.
The author uses land records, census
data, and local histories to tell the true
story of this remarkable pioneer nurseryman.

the Piney Woods.
Whelan,
Gloria. Night of

the FuUMoon.
Illustrations by
Leslie
Bowman.
(Knopf, 1993,
$13.00, ISBN 0679-84464-3).
Set in the
spring of 1840
in northern
Michigan, this

Locker, Thomas. Sky Tree: Seeing
Science Through Art. Questions by
Candace Christiansen. (HarperCollins,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-024883-1).
Glorious paintings and lyrical text
record the changes in a tree's world over
a year's time. Questions at the bottom of
each page lead to a deeper consideration
of the natural phenomena as well as the
artistic elements. In the back of the
book, art and science are intertwined in
a unique discussion of each illustration.

book is the sequel to Next Spring, an
Oriole. The Mancelona author continues
the story of Libby Mitchell and her
Potawatomi Indian friend. When she
sneaks away to attend a native ceremony, government officials ride into camp
to round up the Indians for relocation
and Libby is forced to go too. Unless she
and Fawn's family can escape, they will
be forced to leave their homes forever.
Although the book is fiction, it is based
in part on accounts of the actual
removal of over 500 Potawatomi Indians
who were forced to migrate to Kansas
during that time.

Maestro, Betsy. Why Do Leaves
Change Color? Illustrations by Loretta
Krupinski. (HarperCollins, 1994, $15.00,
ISBN 0-06-022873-3).
This book explains the almost magical process of how leaves change color
in autumn for young children. Included
within the pages are several activities
and places to visit to help you enjoy the
changing colors of fall.

Willard, Nancy. Gutenberg's Gift.
Illustrations by Bryan Leister. (Wild
Honey/Harcourt Brace, 1995, $20.00,
ISBN 0-15-200783-0).
This fascinating pop-up book captures the excitement of the creation of
the first book produced using movable
type. Told in verse by a former Ann
Arbor resident, the story is a fictionalized account of Gutenberg's monumental achievement which allowed what had
taken a scribe a month to write to now
be produced in a day. The detailed illustrations will allow the reader to step into
the fifteenth century setting. This is
indeed a unique collaboration!

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Oppenheim, Joanne. Have You Seen
Trees? Illustrations by Jean and Mousein Tseng. (Scholastic, 1995, $14.95,
ISBN 0-590-46691-7).
This poetic picture book invites the
reader to experience the grandeur and
enjoyment of trees in every season. A
glossary in the back will help the reader
to identify the overall shape, as well as
the leaf, of individual trees found in the
United States.
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Brindlebeast. But is Birdie frightened?
You'll have to read the book to find out!

DELICIOUSLY SCARY BOOKS
Brown, Marc. Scared Silly! A Book
for the Brave. (Little Brown, 1994,
$18.95, ISBN 0-316-11360-3).
This is an illustrated collection of
spooky stories, poems, riddles and jokes
designed to help young children scale
their fears down to size through laughter. Marc Brown has collected an lovable
array of witches, ghouls, monsters and
ghosts, and teamed them up with his
own delightful illustrations.

Wyler, Rose and Gerald Ames. Spooky
Tricks. Illustrations by S.D. Schindler.
(HarperCollins, 1994, $14.00, ISBN 0-06023025-8).

Here is a book to teach beginning
readers how to do a series of magic
tricks designed to liven up any
Halloween party. Making cards rise,
writing invisible messages, and even
making someone float in the air are just
a few of the easy-to-perform amazingly
spooky suggestions in the book

Johnston, Tony. Very Scary.
Illustrations by Douglas Florian.
(Harcourt Brace, 1995, $13.00, ISBN 0-

Yolen, Jane. Here There Be Witches.
Illustrations by David Wilgus. (Harcourt
Brace, 1995, $17.00, ISBN 0-15-200311-8).
This book is an illustrated collection
of seventeen stories and poems by the
author about wizards, warlocks and
witches. Each piece is accompanied by
an author's note discussing how the
piece came to be, as well as it's place in
the lore of the scary and supernatural. It
is a terrific addition to Yolen's two previous collection about dragons and unicorns.

15-293625-4).

It's Halloween night, and a witch is
looking for a pumpkin to use for baking
a pie. However, before she can pick the
pumpkin, a band of children come seeking a pumpkin so they can make a Jack0-Lantern. The surprise ending will
delight young readers.
Low, Alice. Spooky Stories for a Dark
& Stormy Night. Illustrations by Gahan
Wilson. (Hyperion, 1994, $19.89, ISBN 07868-2008-X).

From classic thrillers by Washington
Irving, to retold folktales by authors
such as Lawrence Yep, to contemporary
thrillers by Bruce Coville, here is a collection of stories bound to send shivers
up and down your spine. Stories with
similar themes are grouped together so
you can easily select your favorites for
any appropriate occasion.

CELEBRATING FAMILIES
Caseley, Judith. Priscilla Twice.
(Greenwillow, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68813305-3 TR).
Priscilla feels split in half due to her
parent's divorce. She has two of everything as she lives with each part of the
time, but all she really wants is to be one
family again. When she realizes that it
takes love to make a family, and some
live under two roofs, she is able to
accept and understand her place in her
own family. This is a wonderful book to
help children trying to define their own
family situations.

Riggio, Anita. Beware the
Brindlebeast. (Boyds Mills Press, 1994,
$14.95, ISBN 1-56397-133-X).
On All Hallow's Eve, Birdie walks
through a dark secluded wood to her
cottage when she comes upon a black
kettle in the middle of the road. When
she discovers it is full of gold coins, she
picks it up, but as she walks along it
turns into a barrel of apples, then a
pumpkin, and finally into the dreaded
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Hafner, Marylin. Mommies Don't Get
Sick! (Candlewick, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 156402-287-0).

It's Saturday, and there's time for spe51
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cial activities. However, today Mommy
is sick, and Daddy has to go to the store
for groceries. Abby is sure she can handle taking care of the baby, and working
in the kitchen, but without Mommy,
everything goes wrong. When Daddy
returns, he pitches in and together they
get everything under control. The hilarious asides from the family pets and baby
David add to this delightful story of family togetherness in a time of difficulty.

sing. To cheer her up, her son makes up
his own special song just for her, and
before he falls asleep, he hears her voice
once again singing just for him.
Schertle, Alice. Maisie. Illustrations
by Lydia Dabcovich. (Lothrop, 1995,
$16.00, ISBN 0-688-09310-8 TR).
This delightful book follows the life of
Maisie from her birth on a farm where
her first bed was a dresser drawer until
her ninetieth birthday party with her
large family that includes thirty-one
grandchildren. It was inspired by memories of the author's own mother and
father who were filled with a joy for living that was never lost throughout their
long lives.

Howe, James. Pinky and Rex and the
Double-Dad Weekend. Illustrations by
Melissa Sweet. (Atheneum, 1995, $14.00,
ISBN 0-689-31871-5).
Pinky and Rex and their dads plan an
outdoor camping trip, but need to revise
their plans drastically when it begins to
rain. They all find that there are many
things to do inside, including a trip to a
cave, setting up a tent inside a motel
room, visiting a reptile museum and
other places. The kids decide that the
most fun of all is just being together with
two great dads!

AMERICAN IDSTORY
IN FACT AND FICTION
Hermes, Patricia. On Winter's Wind.
(Little Brown, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-31635978-5).
Two young girls are faced with dayto-day problems when their sea-faring
father is lost at sea for over three years.
Their mother retreats from reality, and
they do not have money to pay for food.
Eleven-year-old Genevieve convinces a
local storekeeper to let her work something unheard of in this time just
before the Civil War. Here she inadvertently stumbles across a possible answer
to their money needs - to turn a black
man in for the bounty reward. The novel
makes the issue of slavery real for
today's readers, as Genevieve faces what
to do in a difficult dilemma.

Pringle, Laurence. Octopus Hug.
Illustrations by Kate Salley Palmer.
(Boyds Mills, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 1-56397034-1).
Here's a book to celebrate the special
time that dads spend with their kids. An
octopus hug is just one of the many
games that Dad invents when Mom goes
out for the evening and he is left with
two grumpy children. By the time Mom
returns, everyone is filled with fun and
laughter, and ready for to settle down
for the night.

Krensky, Stephen. The Printer's
Apprentice. Illustrations by Madeline

• Peterson, Jeanne Whitehouse. My
Mama Sings. Illustrations by Sandra
Speidel. (HarperCollins, 1994, $15.00,
ISBN 0-06-023854-2).
Mama sings songs to her little boy
that she learned from her own mama to
celebrate the special moments in their
lives. One day though everything goes
wrong for Mama, and she has no song to
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Sorel. (Delacorte, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0385-32095-7).
This fictional story is based on the
real arrest and trial of John Peter
Zenger, a printer during colonial times.
The courtroom acquittal was an early
sign that American colonists were
unhappy with English rule, and the expe52
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rience was the basis for the idea of freedom of the press which was incorporated into the American Bill of Rights. The
story is told from the viewpoint of tenyear-old Gus, who as a printer's apprentice begins to question his master's and
his government's decisions.

expects them to jump whenever he says
so. Finally, Charlie is caught in his lies,
but not until dangerous tensions have
exploded between the boys.
Van Leeuwen, Jean. Bound for
Oregon. Illustrations by James Watling.
(Dial, 1994, $14.99, ISBN 0-8037-1526-9).
Based on actual historical accounts of
Mary Ellen Todd's Oregon adventure,
this story is set in 1852 and the retelling
has not changed any of the major events
that occurred along the trail. The day-today feelings and happenings were not in
the historical record, and are the
author's imaginings as to what might
have occurred as she searched historical
records of the times. This is a unique
look at six months from the perspective
of a ten-year-old girl faced with hardship
as her family traveled westward.

Levinson, Nancy Smiler. Turn of the
Century: Our Nation One Hundred
Years Ago. (Lodestar, 1994, $16.99, ISBN
0-525-67433-0).
As we approach the twenty-first century, it is timely to look at the last turn
of the century period in our history. We
are looking at tremendous change in our
lives today, but one hundred years ago,
our country was also undergoing great
changes. Railroads now crossed the
country, while the telephone, the automobile, and the airplace made their
appearance. This is a introspective look
at our past as events and personalities
are brought into focus!

Wright, Courtni C. Journey to
Freedom: A Story of the Underground
Railroad. Illustrations by Gershom
Griffith. (Holiday House, 1994, $15.95,
ISBN 0-8234-1096-X).
This picture book portrays the last
few days of one family's journey to freedom in Ontario, Canada. Just as historical records indicate, this fictional family
is led by Harriet Tubman, and they have
walked fifteen miles or more each night
to reach a safe house in which to find
shelter and food during the daylight
hours. Now they face a pack of wild
dogs, and a blinding snow storm just as
they reach the Canadian border. They
are met at the Lake Erie shore, and
transported to freedom just as the book
ends.

Sanders, Scott Russell. The Floating
House. Illustrations by Helen
Cogancherry. (Macmillan, 1995, $16.00,
ISBN 0-02-778137-2).
Set in 1815, this picture book details
the story of the McClure family as it
floats down the Ohio River in a flatboat
with all their worldly goods aboard. The
family is looking for Jeffersonvill,
Indiana, where they will build their new
home. This fictional account celebrates
the pioneering spirit of families who settled the mid-west portion of our country.
Taylor, Mildred D. The Well: David's
Story. (Dial, 1995, $14.99, ISBN 0-80371802-0).
This memorable story is set in the
early 1900's in rural Mississippi, where
David Logan's family generously shares
their well water with both white and
black neighbors after the local wells dry
up. David and his older brother,
Hammer, find it hard to share with
Charlie Simms, a white teenager who
MI CHI GA N READIN G JO U RN AL

Wright, Courtni C. Wagon Train: A
Family Goes West in 1865. Illustrations
by Gershom Griffith. (Holiday House,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-8234-1152-4).
Just as white Americans traveled
west, so did many black Americans.
They searched for gold, land, and religious freedom as well as safety from
53
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